CHAPTER 1!
HOME LIFE AT SAYES COURT
A LIFE of study and domestic retirement appealed to
Evelyn far more than the Court life or public service,
to which his conscience drove him so often. But it;
was not a life of leisurely ease. On the contrary, he
was restless in the pursuit of his various hobbies, and
found more scope for the concentration of his talents
at home than in the world outside. Nevertheless, we
may be quite sure that he would not have liked to
lose contact with the great world, and it; can be seen
by his Diary that he considered the mere meeting of
prominent people worth recording. Like other people
who have a mind above the world, but who, owing
to their position, are in the world, he alternated
between impatience and even exasperation at the
waste of time which Court and society life involved,
and regret when he was not in it that he was out
of it, c*l came home to be private a little not at all
affecting the life and hurry of Court," lie writes in
January,, 1662, but a week later lie is up with the
King talking over the building of the Hospital of
Greenwich. And so it went on. At a later date in
1679 he writes to Dr. Beale, when he contemplated
a gigantic work on gardening to be called Elysium
Britamicum, "1 am almost out of hope that 1 shall
20